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Mission Statement 
 
The Traditional Book Arts Museum and Printing 
Office is a resource for old letterpress printing 
machines and information on printing history, 
with a focus on the American west. The typical 
job printing and newspaper office, circa 1910, is 
the setting. Every office had its arrangement of 
essential office and printing equipment for getting 
out the daily or weekly newspaper. This included 
the Linotype, the cylinder press, a typewriter, a 
proof press, an old wall phone, an adding 
machine, and various other items. This basic 

arrangement could still be found in a few printing 
shops around the country, up into the 1990s. Even 
today, at least two still exist and produce a 
newspaper or a periodical using Linotype and 
letterpress.  But the letterpress tradition was 
scrapped wholesale in the 1970s and 80s as offset 
and then digital computer-set took over.  

Since the early 1990s we have lived through 
an information revolution. The internet, cell 
phones, friends networks, and digital books have 
catapulted us into a new era of information 
technology. The glory days of the letterpress 
printing machines are gone. The machines 
continue to turn up only to be scrapped for lack of 
interest or commitment in saving them. 

  

 
 
The mission of the Traditional Book Arts 
Museum and Printing Office is to teach, preserve 
antique printing machines, research printing 
presses and printing history, produce a newsletter, 
and to display and use the tools and  paraphern-
alia of the related book arts. 
 
Preservation and Restoration 
 
The machines and printing paraphernalia come 
largely from the collection of enthusiast John 

Major Jenkins, a successful author, tour guide, 
and conference teacher. As he recounts, his 
calling to be a writer began as a child with a 
strange fascination with old typewriters. He 
garbage-picked and bought typewriters at garage 
sales — Olivers, Underwoods, Remingtons, 
Coronas, and Woodstocks.  

As he authored many books his interest in the 
printing machines faded, but eventually re-
emerged. In 2007 he discovered the world of 
traditional letterpress printing and quickly sought 
out and found many antique pieces of equipment,  
languishing in old print shops and basements. The 
stories of these discoveries and rescues could fill 
a book. Such a passion requires a slightly 
unhinged obsession. But the preservation of old 
letterpress equipment typically falls to en-
thusiastic individuals. Beautiful machines that 
will never exist again continue to be demolished, 
scrapped, and destroyed. And so, independent 
preservationists must do what can be done to save 
and restore the old equipment, a legacy to our 
digital information age. 
 

     
 
Inventory 
 
Recreating an authentic printing office, circa 
1910, requires a variety of office machines, in 
addition to printing equipment. The Jenkins 
collection is already fairly complete in this 
regard, with old typewriters, adding machines, 
and telephones rounding out the ambiance. 
However, the focus is on printing equipment and 
recreating a working printing office. The current 
holdings of the Traditional Book Arts Museum 
and Printing Office include:   
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Burroughs adding machine, with stand 
Remington No. 2, up-strike typewriter (1890) 
Oliver typewriters, No. 2 and No. 3  
Smith Premier No. 1 typewriter (1892) 
Golding Pearl paper cutter, tabletop, 19”  

Printing Presses: 

Kelly Style A flatbed cylinder press. Made in 
1926, this is quite possibly the sole survivor of a 
production model of which only 554 were made. 
It is a cousin to the well-known classic “Kelly B” 
automatic printing press.    
 
Poco No. 2 proof press. A hand-crank, hand-
inked, proof press with a large printing area. 
Early production year, about 1918.  
 
Shniedewend & Lee 7 x 11 treadle press. A 
beautiful Gordon-style platen press, with original 
treadle, made around 1892.  
 
Kelsey Union Rotary press. Said to have been 
used in the Springfield, Illinois Capitol Building, 
made around 1900. Has beautiful lines and 
original foot-treadle.  
 
Cranston single-revolution “drum” newspaper 
press. Was used in Colby, Kansas, since 1909. 
Saved from scrapping in 2012, this rare historical 
press needs restoring.     
 
An 1890s Gordon-style platen press with original 
foot treadle, used by an itinerant preacher in the 
Midwest 1910-1920s. Set your name, load the 
chase, and treadle away! 
 
Campbell Century Pony press, circa 1900. This 
press was used in Leadville, Colorado, and 

printed many of the archived historical news-
papers from Leadville.  
 
Various miscellaneous equipment includes a 
Rouse miterer, slug cutters, wooden furniture, 
cabinets of metal and wooden type, a vintage  
imposing table, and a modest library of printing-
related books and typography catalogues.  
 
Letterpress Printing Enthusiasts at Work 
in Northern Colorado  
 
Since 2008, local printing enthusiasts have met 
regularly to discuss projects, equipment, 
techniques, and ideas. The first meeting was held 
near the Acorn Anchor Book Arts Studio studio, 
and included a tour of that operation. This is now 
the Traditional Book Arts Museum and Printing 
Office, in the same location. A small building 
houses the operation, a few blocks from the 
historic Old Town Square in Fort Collins and a 
quarter-mile from the Poudre River. 

 

 
 
The TBAMPO has grown out of Curator / 
Director John Jenkins’ interest in printing history 

and preserving old equipment. Having built his 
career writing  books and  lecturing internation-
ally on archaeoastronomy and ancient civili-
zations, traditional fine art printing is now his 
main passion. His printing office was featured in 
the February, 2012 issue of Matterhorn, locally 
published by Wolverine Farms Publishing. To 
date, John has printed poetry broadsides, cards, 
wedding invites and announcements, a CD cover, 
boxes, and flyers.                         
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John’s goal is to have selected representative 
presses, working and printing, in the TBAMPO, 
for demonstrations and classes within walking 
distance of downtown Fort Collins and the new 
Discovery Science Center, just two blocks away. 
Currently, the funding for TBAMPO comes from 
Jenkins and his fundraising efforts. Money is 
needed for space rental, upkeep and maintenance, 
and equipment restoration.   

Many in the local business and arts comm-
unity support his efforts, many of whom are 
advisors on various projects. 
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