
New England Antiquities Research Association 

2012 NEARA SPRING MEETING 
April 20th – 22nd, 2012 

New Hampshire Technology Institute (NHTI) & 
The Marriott Courtyard  

70 Constitution Avenue, Concord, NH 03301 
Ph. - 603-225-0303 Fax - 603-225-0606 

 
Meeting Theme: 

 …as above, so below… - Exploring the 3 Dimensional Aspects of Lithic Site Surface 
Features and the Connection to the Heavens and the Underworld. 

 
SCHEDULE of EVENTS 

Friday, April 20th  
  1:00 - 5:00 pm   Field Trips (see details on following page)  
  5:00 - 7:00 pm Registration and Book Sales (NHTI McAuliffe-Shepard  Discovery Center, 2 

Institute Dr. Concord, NH) 
  7:00 - 7:15 pm Sue Carlson, NEARA President: Welcome (NHTI McAuliffe-Shepard  

Discovery Center, 2 Institute Dr. Concord, NH) 
  7:15 - 7:30 pm Break, Book Sales, Exhibits 
  7:30 - 8:30 pm Ted Ballard: “It’s About Time and the Sky.” 
  8:30 - 9:30 pm Planetarium show “By the Light of the Paleo Moon” 
    
Saturday, April 21st 
  8:30  -  9:00 am Registration and Book Sales (Sweeney Auditorium, NHTI Campus) 
  9:00  -10:30 am Annual Business Meeting and State Coordinator and Library Reports 
10:30  -11:00 am Break, Book Sales, Exhibits 
11:00  -11:45 pm    John Moody - “There Is Something Out There:  Stone Sites In  
                                 Abenaki/ Penacook Country and New England: Documenting and  
                                 Protecting the Sacred”  
11:45  -  1:15 pm    Lunch on your own, Book Sales & Exhibits 
  1:15  -  2:00 pm Jim Viera - “Mound Builders, Stone Builders & Secrets of Ancient America” 
  2:00  -  2:45 pm Dave Gutowsky - Ancient Astronomy Site Investigation in Pennsylvania:     

Council Rock Mountain” 
  2:45  -  3:15 pm    Break, Book Sales, Exhibits 
  3:15  -  4:00 pm    Dave Johnson – “Analyzing Archaeological Sites in the Northeast 
                                U.S. based on Peruvian and Southwestern United States Surveys”                         
  4:15  -  5:00 pm Panel Discussion: “As Above…So Below.”  
  5:00  -  5:30 pm Break, Book Sales, Exhibits 
  5:30  -  6:30 pm Cocktail & Networking Hour 
  6:30  -  8:00 pm Banquet (Marriott Courtyard) 
  8:00  -  9:00 pm    John Major Jenkins: " An Interpretation of the Mayan 2012 Cosmogenesis" 
 
Sunday, April 22nd 

  9:00  -  1:00pm Field Trips (see details on following page) 
 

 



2012 NEARA SPRING FIELD TRIPS & WORKSHOPS 
(Please dress warm and for mud!!) 

 

Field Trips sponsored by Donna Thompson and the NEARA New Hampshire Chapter 
  
NOTE: Despite the nice weather this winter, weather can still be a concern in NH in mid-April; sites might be 
inaccessible due to snow and ice or mud. This makes it very hard to plan ahead. Final field trip site decisions 
will ultimately have to be made the week of the meeting. Trip options are listed below. 
 

****Friday April 20, 2012**** 
Field Trip 

 
12:00 PM America’s Stonehenge 
Dennis Stone, owner of America’s Stonehenge/Mystery Hill, will lead us on an insider’s tour of America’s 
Stonehenge.   
 
Meet in Salem at America’s Stonehenge at 12:00 PM or carpool from NHTI leaving at 11:15 AM.  Directions to 
the site are available at: http://www.stonehengeusa.com/ 
 
2:15 PM Depart America’s Stonehenge  
If you would like an early end to your day, finish up by heading to NHTI and a tour of the library (see Option A 
below).  If you’re in good shape and just can’t get enough of this NEARA stuff, follow us to Auburn, NH and see 
the caves at Rattlesnake Hill (see Option B below) 
 
3:00 PM Option A NHTI Library Tour 
Head up toward Concord and Join NEARA Vice President Anne Wirkkala for a tour of the NEARA collection 
housed at the NHTI Library.   
 
3:15 PM Option B Northwood Meadows State Park Northwood, NH 
If you’re in good shape and would like to extend your field trip day, follow us up to Northwood for a look at the 
cairns and the remains of an old mill site. 
 

****Sunday April 22, 2012****  
Workshops and Field Trips 

 
9:00 AM Workshops 
Workshops meet on the grounds of NHTI at 8:45 AM.  They will run from: 9:00 AM to 10:15 AM.  Sign up will 
be at the book table during the conference.  
 

GPS Workshop 
Taught by Mark Greenly, New Hampshire Archaeological Society 
 
Break out your hand-held GPS unit and finally learn: 

 How to obtain better results in the field with your hand-held GPS unit 

 GPS accuracy 

 How to create maps of your lithic sites with GPS 

 How to find free GPS related software on the web 

 Outdoor mapping exercises using your hand-held GPS unit 
 

Using Orienteering Maps to Identify Lithic Sites. 
 
Taught by Rob Buchanan, NEARA Board member 
This workshop would include: 
 

 An introduction the sport of orienteering and the unique properties of orienteering maps 

 Basic map reading and route finding (including interactive exercises) 

http://www.stonehengeusa.com/


 Reviewing lithic sites found on orienteering maps  

 Identifying features on maps that may be potential lithic sites (group exercises) 

 Route finding to get to potential sites 

 Available orienteering maps and resources 
 

Dowsing Demo and Workshop 
Conducted  by Dave Johnson, 
This workshop will include: 
 

 An introduction to Dowsing on the NHTI soccer field 

 Dowsing techniques and procedures 

 Identifying ground water courses 

 Applying Dowsing to lithic site survey  

 Workshop and demo will continue in the field at a NH lithic site to be chosen at the time. 
 
 

10:30 AM  Workshop Field Trips  
Join us in the woods where you will try out your newfound skills!  Cars will line up immediately after workshops 
and depart NHTI at 10:30 AM. Please note destinations are weather-dependent and may need to be changed 
to accommodate the fickle New Hampshire springtime! If you ordered a box lunch, please be sure to pick it up 
before we depart. 
 
11:15 AM Fox Forest Hillsboro, NH 
Fox Forest is home to one of the few old-growth stands of forest left in New England; orienteering maps of the 
site show rock piles and other unusual features. Join us here for orienteering, dowsing, and mapping 
exercises!  Orienteering maps will be available to participants for a fee. Trail map is available at: 
http://www.nhdfl.org/library/pdf/Maps/Fox.pdf.   
Please plan to eat lunch before we depart Fox Forest. 
 
1:30 PM Depart Fox Forest 
Cars will line up and depart Fox Forest for Henniker, NH or for Laconia, NH.   
If you would like an early end to your day, finish up your visit to New Hampshire with a stop in Henniker to visit 
the footprint petroglyphs before you head home (see Option A below).  If you need more time in New 
Hampshire, follow us up to the Lakes Region and see some more New Hampshire sites (see Option B below) 
 
1:50 PM  Option A Henniker Footprints Henniker, NH 
The Henniker footprints petroglyphs have baffled New Englanders for generations!  Join us for a quick walk to 
the site of this boulder. 
 
2:30 PM  Depart for Home  
 
2:45 PM Option B Endicott Rock State Park Laconia, NH 
In 1652 Governor Endicott of Massachusetts sent representatives and their Indian guides into the wilderness to 
mark the headwaters of the Merrimack River and the northern boundary of his state.  His initials, and Indian 
cupules, still remain at New Hampshire’s oldest monument.   
 
3:45 PM   Lochmere Archaeological District Belmont NH 
Ever since Jeremy Belknap mentioned the Indian fort at Lochmere people have been looking for it.  We will 
take a trip to the Lochmere Archaeological District in Belmont to check out the site of the original fort and look 
for signs of it and other remains as we tour the grounds around the the Brennick Lochmere Archaeological site. 
 
5:00 PM   Murray Park Belmont, NH  
Not tired yet? Take a strenuous hike up a steep hill and help us look for the remains of the earth works. 
 
Other information: 

http://www.nhdfl.org/library/pdf/Maps/Fox.pdf


We will be ordering box lunches from Panera for Sunday’s field trip. If you are interested stop by the book table 
and place your order by 4:00 PM Saturday.  All orders must be pre-paid.  
For more information on any of the trips, please contact Donna Thompson at rubydruby@comcast.net 
               

ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES FOR THE SPRING 2012 MEETING 
 

***Fri. Evening Program*** 
 
Planetarium Show: By the Light of the Paleo Moon” 

The special show will be in keeping with NEARA’s special interests to include: major and minor lunar 
standstills, precession, lunar eclipses, heliacal star risings, motion of Venus with respect to the sun and moon 
over time. 

Ted Ballard: “It’s About Time and the Sky.” 
 
For over 30 years Ted has been accumulating and assimilating data relating to a class of high ground horizon 
oriented laid up stone constructs. The accumulated data from these observations strongly suggests a cultural 
use of Astronomy by pre contact and early post contact Native Americans in central and southeastern New 
England. He will discuss the anthropological and Cultural implications of his observations and ask for the 
assistance of interested members of the audience in establishing the bounds of usage of this type of construct. 
 
Edwin C. (Ted) Ballard is a longtime member of NEARA and a past member and Chairman of the Research 
Committee. His Articles on this subject are currently available on the On Line Journal at NEARA .org. He is a 
long time member and Trustee of the Massachusetts Archaeological Society. He is an Engineering graduate of 
Brown University and has an MBA from Boston University. He is a retired Senior Member of the Technical Staff 
of Texas Instruments Inc.  

 
***Saturday Program*** 

 
John Moody - “There Is Something Out There:  Stone Sites In Abenaki/ Penacook Country and New 
England: Documenting and Protecting the Sacred”  
 
Since the arrival of non-Native immigrants in New England the destruction of indigenous peoples and ways of 
life has been a regrettable part of the expansion of western society.   Populations of New  
 
England’s Native peoples are just beginning to return to pre-contact levels.   There are many, tenacious myths 
about the Abenaki/Penacook/ Sokwaki and their cousins in New England.   Two of the most persistent are that 
a) the Indians stayed in the valleys and that b) they seldom worked with stone or did large scale earth works.    
Since the 1970’s those myths have been challenged by revelations in northeastern Indian country work and by 
several researchers including NEARA members Bryon Dix and James Mavor.  For forty years the Abenaki 
Nation coalition has been working quietly to document and preserve our ancient indigenous traditions and 
protect the many sacred sites which have survived.   Threats to these sites have grown exponentially in recent 
years due, ironically, to the increasing attention by federal and state governments.  We will explore this history 
and these dynamics in hopes of fostering greater understanding and respect for these sites and the ancient 
indigenous nations who constructed them and still preserve them. 

John with his wife Donna are involved with the Winter Center for Indigenous Traditions. This Native 
coordinated, service non-profit focuses on health, youth and elders, Abenaki and other indigenous language 
survival, education, repatriation, site protection, and environmental justice in the Abenaki homeland and the 
northeast. Winter Center offers a variety of programming through the Speakers List, and helps Native 
communities and families in health crises and many other aspects of Native community survival. The group 
works to preserve Abenaki burial grounds, sacred places, and ancient sites, and repatriate Abenaki ancestral 
remains, grave goods, sacred items, and artifacts that have been disturbed in Ndakinna: Vermont, New 
Hampshire, northern Massachusetts, western Maine, and southern Quebec. 

mailto:rubydruby@comcast.net


ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES FOR THE SPRING 2012 MEETING cont. 
 
Jim Viera - “Mound Builders, Stone Builders and Secrets of Ancient America” 
An exploration of the ancient American Mound Builders astounding engineering, astronomical and 
mathematical prowess. Burial, artifact and skeletal evidence will be presented suggesting that their  
presence in New England was more extensive than the trade routes conjectured by conventional 
theory. 
 
Jim Vieira is a stonemason, writer and researcher. He writes a regular column for the Shelburne Falls, MA 
Independent about pre-colonial stonework and has had a series articles recently published in Ancient 
American Magazine. 
 

                                                Photos of Council Rock Mountain 
 
Dave Gutkowski  - “Ancient Astronomy Site Investigation in Pennsylvania: Council Rock Mountain” 
                                   

Dave Gutkowski will be introducing a newly discovered archaeoastronomy site in Pennsylvania.  Evidence 
points to the site being constructed nearly four thousand years ago, with twenty-ton boulders serving as 
accurate pointers to the sun at equinox and solstice events.  The shapes of the stones suggest intentional 
animal effigies, representing the connection of earth’s creatures with the life-giving source of our seasons, the 
sun.  Water flowing beneath the ground at this interesting site emerges at a grotto below to form another 
seasonal connection.  The grotto aligns with a large stone marker on a distant ridge and lights up inside on the 
day of the summer solstice sunset as seen in 1825 BCE, in harmony with the time of construction of the upper 
site. 
 
Is it possible that early native people constructed such a site, or is pre-Columbian trans-Atlantic exploration 
more likely?  Come and see how an ancient people may have used earth’s treasures to mark the time of the 
seasons. 
 
Dave Gutkowski is a retired Postmaster and owner of a mini-storage business, and is also a licensed Massage 
Therapist and Reiki Master.  His healing arts work led to the discovery of this site which he has come to call 
Council Rock Mountain. 
 
Dave Johnson – “Analyzing Archaeological Sites in the Northeastern United States based on                         
Peruvian and Southwestern United States Surveys”    
 

Although Johnson has been associated with New York State archaeology for the last 45 years, he 
didn’t realize something was missing until 1996 when he recognized a correlation existed between Peru’s 
Nasca Lines and groundwater. During the last fifteen years his research team has provided considerable 
evidence indicating many of the ancient Nasca Lines map the course of groundwater from the Andes, across 
Peru and Chile’s coastal desert, to the Pacific coast. Eventually he expanded his study to include the 
southwestern United States and found a similar correlation existed with Chacoan Roads, archaeological sites 
and groundwater in Arizona and New Mexico. This lead him to wonder if Native Americans used surface 
features to map groundwater within those regions could they have used a similar technique in the northeast for  

 
 
 
 



ABSTRACTS AND BIOGRAPHIES FOR THE SPRING 2012 MEETING cont. 
 

the same purpose. Interestingly, preliminary data suggests this theory may also apply to the northeastern 
states.  

 
David Johnson has been a member of the New York State Archaeology Association since he was sixteen 
years old. He is a National Geographic recipient in Research and Exploration for his research on the Nasca 
Lines and has written several articles and a book on his research. Currently he is collaborating with 
archaeologists in Peru, England, Germany, Arizona, New Mexico and New York to develop a better 
understanding of how ancient Native Americans were able to locate and map groundwater resources.  
 
John Major Jenkins: " An Interpretation of the Mayan 2012 Cosmogenesis" 
 
John's careful scholarship and cutting-edge insights into why the Maya chose 2012 to end a great World Age 
cycle have been endorsed by some of the most progressive thinkers of our day. His focus is to examine the 
astronomical orientations and carvings from the early Maya site of Izapa, which is recognized as the place 
where the 2012 calendar was invented some 2,100 years ago. 

John Major Jenkins is an independent researcher who has devoted himself to reconstructing ancient Mayan 
cosmology and philosophy. Since 1986, John has traveled to Mexico and Central America seven times. In 
1990 he helped build a school in San Pedro, near Lake Atitlan in Guatemala. In 1994 he delivered relief 
supplies to a Quiché Maya community in the Western highlands of Guatemala. Since beginning his odyssey of 
research and discovery with the Maya, John has authored dozens of articles and many books, including: 

 Journey to the Mayan Underworld (Four Ahau Press, Boulder, CO: 1989) 
 Mirror in the Sky (Four Ahau Press, 1991) 
 Tzolkin: Visionary Perspectives and Calendar Studies (Borderland Sciences Research Foundation, 

Garberville, CA: 1992/1994) 
 Mayan Sacred Science (Four Ahau Press, Boulder, CO: 1994)  
 Maya Cosmogenesis 2012 (Bear & Company, Santa Fe, NM: 1998) 

His 2002 book, Galactic Alignment: The Transformation of Consciousness According to Mayan, Egyptian, and 
Vedic Traditions was published by Inner Traditions International (Rochester, VT) i 

He also facilitated the translation of The Key to the Kalevala by Pekka Ervast, editing and writing the 
introduction for it. This classic text on Finnish mythology was published with Blue Dolphin Publishers in 1999. 
In 1995 John was appointed literary executor for Eino Friberg, Finnish-American poet and translator of The 
Kalevala, the national epic of the Finnish people. 

As a visiting scholar, Jenkins has taught classes at The Institute of Maya Studies in Miami, The Maya Calendar 
Congress in Mexico, The Esalen Institute, Naropa University and many other venues both nationally and 
abroad. He has been interviewed on numerous radio and television shows, including the Art Bell show, the 
Laura Lee show, Dr. Patricia Hill's The Changing Paradigm, and has appeared in documentaries on Native 
American prophecy and the millennium such as The Fifth Gate (Milton Media, Denmark) and Earth Under Fire 
(Conscious Wave Video).  

                                         

http://alignment2012.com/mirror.htm
http://alignment2012.com/jaloj.htm
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=mayan+2012+calendar&hl=en&biw=1112&bih=560&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=tTXyK8yUC1iB0M:&imgrefurl=http://www.greatdreams.com/end-world.htm&docid=KQwWX3g-bncoGM&imgurl=http://www.greatdreams.com/mayan-calendar.jpg&w=398&h=388&ei=HYxTT5jGOuLy0gGr-4XBDQ&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=mayan+2012+calendar&hl=en&biw=1112&bih=560&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=suyjqS9Egx28HM:&imgrefurl=http://bytesdaily.blogspot.com/2012/01/2012-and-mayan-calendars.html&docid=hW1jHB7T35omOM&imgurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-WXKB7d5J2f0/Tv8elpyETKI/AAAAAAAAFbQ/CDOkEMzRz28/s1600/Mayan+2.JPG&w=459&h=540&ei=HYxTT5jGOuLy0gGr-4XBDQ&zoom=1
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=mayan+2012+calendar&hl=en&biw=1112&bih=560&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=5GvLcS8A5V7kRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mayancalendarpredictions.net/tag/mayan-2012-calendar/&docid=8fPn7wk_wkHcYM&imgurl=http://www.mayancalendarpredictions.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/The-Mayan-2012-Prophecy.jpg&w=350&h=350&ei=HYxTT5jGOuLy0gGr-4XBDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=333&sig=102659395933096377715&page=2&tbnh=165&tbnw=163&start=21&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:21&tx=96&ty=50


                                                          

 
  

 

***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 
 

The cut-off date for NEARA special rates is March 31st, so call to reserve your room now!   After the 
cut-off date, all rooms being held for NEARA will be released back into general inventory and any 

requests made after March 31st will be subject to room availability. 

 

 
New England Antiquities Research Association 

2012 NEARA SPRING MEETING 
April 20th – 22nd, 2012 

New Hampshire Technology Institute (NHTI) & 
The Marriott Courtyard  

70 Constitution Avenue, Concord, NH 03301 
Ph. - 603-225-0303 Fax - 603-225-0606 

 
  HOTEL INFORMATION and ROOM RESERVATIONS 

 
Located off I-93, the hotel and conference center is minutes to the NH State Capitol, NHTI, McAuliffe-Shepard 
Discovery Center, The Capitol Center for the Arts and shopping in downtown Concord. Only a short drive to 
the Manchester/Boston Regional Airport, Canterbury Shaker Village and other Concord  area attractions 
 

                  
 

Don't forget that the Concord Marriott Courtyard offers a well-equipped Fitness Center, indoor pool and 
free high-speed, wireless Internet access for your convenience.  

 

Annual NEARA Calendar Photo Contest Continues! 
 

Anyone interested in entering a photo for consideration in the 
NEARA Wall Calendar, please send a 300 +dpi image along with a 

short caption and credit to: Glenn Kreisberg at cliffrover@aol.com. 
You will be notified by email if you photo is selected. 

 
Remember, your photos and support help make this happen, so 

THANKS! 
 

For 2012 Calendar purchases please send $15.00 to Glenn at: 
P.O. Box 1278 Woodstock, NY 12498 

 

 

http://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/south-burlington/btvvt/hoteldetail
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/mhtcn-courtyard-concord/
mailto:cliffrover@aol.com


Driving Directions 

From I 93 North:  Take exit 15 West (N. Main St.) Take first right at flashing lights onto Commercial Street. 
Follow 1/4 mile to Constitution Ave 

Manchester Boston Regional Airport – MHT - Airport Phone: 1 603 624 6556 

Hotel direction: 25 mile(s) From Manchester Airport: Take I-293 North to I-93 North. Take exit 15 West (N. 
Main St.) Take first right at flashing lights onto Commercial Street. Follow 1/4 mile to Constitution Ave 

 
 
 

 



New England Antiquities Research Association 
2012 NEARA SPRING MEETING 

April 20th – 22nd, 2012 
New Hampshire Technology Institute (NHTI) & 

The Marriott Courtyard  
70 Constitution Avenue, Concord, NH 03301 

Ph. - 603-225-0303 Fax - 603-225-0606 
 

MEETING REGISTRATION 
 

Name(s) (please print) ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City __________________________________________________  State  ______  Zip  ____________ 
 

Phone _________________________________  Email  _____________________________________ 
 

********************************************************************************************************************* 
 

Registration      $30.00 per person, member        Number  ______  $  _____________ 
 

       $35.00 per person, non-member                    Number  ______  $  _____________ 
 

Saturday Evening Banquet - $35.00 per person, tax/gratuity incld.     Number  ______  $  _____________ 
 

Buffet style and includes: Full buffet menu, salad bar, appetizer, and choice of 3 entrées, dessert and coffee. 
 

________  Check here to indicate a dietary restriction.  We will do our best to accommodate or offer a 25% discount. 
 

                           Total Amount Enclosed    $ _____________ 
 
Friday evening meal and Saturday lunch are on your own – many choices in the immediate area.   
 

All lodging for this meeting is at the Marriott Courtyard.  NEARA has secured a rate of $92.00 per 

night, plus applicable sales taxes for single &/or double occupancy.  When making your reservations, 
mention that you are a NEARA member and verify that you are receiving these special rates.   
 
CALL TO MAKE YOUR HOTEL RESERVATIONS EARLY – AT THESE RATES, THE BLOCK OF 40 
ROOMS THAT THEY ARE HOLDING FOR US IS SURE TO GO FAST.   
 

Reservations can be made by calling the Hotel. Hotel Front Desk: 1-(603)-225-0303  
 
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Field Trips are available on both Friday and Sunday – no need to pre-register to participate in these events. 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Please send your “meeting registration” early and mail to: 
 

Don Winkley, NEARA Registrar (Please make checks payable to NEARA) 
33 Flax Hill Road    
Brookfield, CT   06804-1721   
 

Home:  203-775-3343    

Email:  don.winkley@att.net 
 
        



M  E  E  T  I  N  G       N  O  T  I  C E                                         
 

          NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 

  NEARA           RESEARCH ASSOCIATION       
                      Cindy Hook, 55 Hutchinson Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330  
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FIRST CLASS 

SAVE THE DATES FOR THE NEARA 
2012 Fall Meeting – Oct. 26th – Oct. 28th 

The Holiday Inn 

Taunton, Massachusetts  


